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TIDEings

Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!

PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE

PAID
ATLANTA, GA
PERMIT 747

In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi
TIDEings

A PUBLICATION OF THE ALPHA PHI CHAPTER OF THETA CHI • FALL 2019 ISSUE

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi
TIDEings

A PUBLICATION OF THE ALPHA PHI CHAPTER OF THETA CHI • FALL 2019 ISSUE

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Skip Thompson ‘81 
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Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
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Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 
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Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”

AFDTFFTTFTTFTFDTDADATTFFDDDDAADDAAAFTDFFATTTFFADAFTTFDDDTFATAATTA
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!

PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE

PAID
ATLANTA, GA
PERMIT 747

In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 
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Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn
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Alumni Association – The Alpha Phi 
Alumni Association serves as the alumni 
communications and social arm for alumni. 
The Alumni Association publishes Alpha 
Phi Tidings newsletter, the Facebook page, 
LinkedIn page, and website: thetachiua.
com. The Alumni Association hosts alumni 
receptions, Homecoming and A-Day events 
at the house:

Mike Mann ‘75, President 
drhlh@aol.com 
(256) 881-7080

Dave Pylant ‘75, Past President 
dfpylant@gmail.com 
(205) 982-0020

Wesley Wicker ‘79, Newsletter Editor 
wes@columnsfundraising.com 
(404) 213-4446

Lucas Elgie ‘05, Social Media Chairman 
Lucas.elgie@gmail.com 
(205) 310-2393

John Anderson ‘15, Senior Night  
Founders’ Day Chairman 
janderson@servisfirstbank.com 
(404) 734-9596

Pete Mackey ‘78, Mobile Alumni Chairman  
psmackey@bcmlawyers.com 
(251) 510-6905

Lee Wagner ‘88, Atlanta Alumni Chairman 
Llw541h@att.net 
 (770) 355-8549

Jeff Culton ‘86, Chapter Archives Consultant 
jeff@expodisplays.com 
(205) 281-4093

Chapter Advisory Board – The Chapter 
Advisory Board(CAB) serves in an advisory 
role and mentors the leadership of the 
undergraduate chapter. Each CAB member 
volunteers to work with a particular chapter 
officer, and the leadership of the chapter 
as a whole, in order to assist our officers 
by offering their own experience and “best 
practices”  throughout the year.

Frank Weber ‘76 , President 
fweber@bellsouth.net 
(205) 930-8227

Mike Pope ’80, Vice President 
mike.pope@culverhouse.ua.edu 
(205) 348-9299

Andrew DeGenova ’14 
andrew@gmail.com 
(504) 210-7444

Chad Dolan ‘14 
cddolan7@gmail.com 
251) 422-3588

Clay Caldwell ‘14 
clay3caldwell@gmail.com 
(423) 799-6822

Marcus Gibson ‘15 
Marcusgibson@icloud.com 
(251) 591-6753

Join us on Facebook!
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In mid-July, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs (please, 
no comments re “affairs” between these two groups) held a 
symposium for Greek officers, including House Chairpersons 
and Chapter Advisors. It was a very informative meeting 
and provided a great deal of insight into how the university 
perceives the Greek system, its place in the college community, 
and the most dire challenges facing all Greek organizations in 
Tuscaloosa and nationally. 

The most critical issues continue to be hazing, substance abuse, 
and somewhat new to the table, “inclusivity”. I’m fairly confident that Alpha Phi is 
among the campus leaders with respect to the latter. Unfortunately, being a relatively 
new issue or concern, success in being considered an inclusive group will have little 
impact, if we are deficient in totally eliminating hazing and/or are unable to assure all 
(especially parents) that Theta Chi is a drug-free environment that will not condone or 
allow the use of drugs or misuse of alcohol.

Theta Chi National Fraternity is very proactive with respect to all three of these 
initiatives, but any success will be driven by the efforts of our undergraduates and our 
alumni. With respect to substance abuse, we have initiated drug testing in the last year. 
Mark Piglia (chapter president) and his fellow officers have been extremely involved in 
the entire process, from selecting the provider, to insitiating and insuring compliance 
with the program. This will not be a one-time initiative, but will probably become a 
daily aspect of Greek life. Again, this is just the beginning to the “new norm”.

Hazing also involves many elements of the substance abuse issue, and hopefully, as 
we start to control one, the other will be positively affected. Because hazing is still 
a campus-wide concern, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs conducted a 
weekend event scheduled in concert with Open Rush the weekend of August 16th. 
This event included National representatives from most all Greek organizations. It was 
intended to emphasize the importance of the anti-hazing initiative across the entire 
community. I attended this event, and I remain optimistic that it will be successful and 
timely. Unfortunately, past history has shown that the weeks prior to initiation, and 
including Open Rush, are typically the worst for the most egregious hazing incidents. 

If anyone is inclined to get involved in a truly worthwhile endeavor that will have a 
meaningful impact on our younger brothers for many years to come, please let me 
know. The Chapter Advisory Board needs your time and commitment.

Fraternally, 

Frank Weber ‘76 
Frank.Weber@mcgriffinsurance.com 
(205) 930-8227

Frank Weber ’76 Leads Chapter Advisory Board 
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Skip Thompson ‘81 
Receives TVA Presidential 

Appointment 

Frank Weber ’76 Leads 
Chapter Advisory Board 

Alpha Phi Alumni Make Major Impact On The State Of Alabama
Skip Thompson ‘81 Receives Presidential 
Appointment Chairman of Tennessee 
Valley Authority

Brother Ronald W. Gray ’81 elected 
President Pro-Tem Board of Trustees 
University of Alabama System

Brother Ron Gray ’81 has been elected 
President Pro-Tem of the University of 
Alabama System Board of Trustees. He 
previously served as Chair of the Finance 
and Investment Committees. Brother 
Gray has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 2009. 

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
the University System in this capacity,” 

Brother Gray commented. The University of Alabama System 
includes the University of Alabama, UAH, UAB and the UAB 
Health System. Currently, there are more than 70,000 students 
enrolled in the system which makes an economic impact that 
exceeds $10 billion a year in the State of Alabama. The System 
employs more than 45,000+ people.

“The fraternity provided many positive benefits and 
experiences,” Gray recalls. “Perhaps most importantly, I 
quickly learned time management and discipline. The only 
way to succeed academically,” Gray continues, “and to enjoy 
the incredible social experiences that were part of the fabric 
of Greek life; was to be disciplined enough to attend every 
class, study, work consistently and with purpose, and do not 
waste time on unproductive activities. Those principles have 
supported me greatly throughout my personal and professional 
life.”

Ron currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of two 
companies: Thompson Gray, Inc., a leading provider of financial 
and business system services for the Federal Government; and 
Gray Analytics, an emerging market leader in cyber security 
solutions for government and commercial customers. 

“My time at Alpha Phi of OX during the late 1970’s was 
special,” Ron commented. “ My older brother Steve (Steve Gray 
’76) had pledged Theta Chi in 1972, as the first pledge from 
Grissom High School in Huntsville. He was pledged by a great 
brother from Huntsville, Fulton Hamilton ‘72. Our family was 
unfamiliar to the Greek system at that time. Steve enjoyed a 
great 4 years in the fraternity, so it was a simple decision for me 
to pledge, followed by our younger brother Scott (Scott Gray 
’84) who pledged in 1980.

Brother Skip Thompson ’81 received a 
presidential appointment as Chairman 
of the Board for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). He was previously 
on the Board of Directors for Decatur 
Utilities from 2011-2017. 

Congress created the TVA in 1933 as 
part of FDR’s New Deal. The purpose 
was to improve the quality of life for 

one of the poorest regions of our country, by providing reliable 
low cost power, flood control, and navigation of the Tennessee 
River system. TVA helps local communities attract jobs through 
industrial recruitment. 

“It is my honor to serve the 10,000,000 people of the Tennessee 
Valley as a member of the board of directors,” commented 
Brother Thompson. “While there has been much progress made 
in the quality of life for the people of The Valley in last 86 years, 
there is still much work to be done in many areas.”

Brother Thompson serves as President and CEO of Corporate 
Billing, LLC of Decatur, Alabama, a $1 billion a year company 
that provides capital to small businesses nationwide. He’s 
led the company since 2009, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors. Corporate Billing is a subsidiary of CenterState Bank 
(NASDAQ: CSF).

“My time at the University of Alabama and Theta Chi were 
some of my most memorable and learned years of my life,” 
Brother Thompson stated. “I don’t just mean academic learning. 
The connections and friendships I made during my time at 
Alpha Phi are invaluable from both a business and social 
standpoint. 

Prior to his leadership role with Corporate Billing, Thompson 
served as president First Commercial Bank of Huntsville for five 
years, and then as president of First American Bank in Decatur 
for thirteen years. He also worked with IBM for three years at 
the beginning of his career.

“Some of my closest friends today are pledge brothers from 
1977; our wives are good friends, our children are good friends, 
maybe one day our grandchildren will be friends.”
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Scott ‘84, Steve ‘77, and Ron Gray ‘81
Pledge brothers and lifelong friends, John 

Adams and Ron Gray

“Aunt” Kathy Murphy begins her 12th year at 
Alpha Phi as Housemother. If you have questions 

about pre-game meals at the house, please contact 
her at kathygmurphy1218@gmail.com.

Mike Ross ‘86 serves as president of 
the Alpha Phi House Corporation. 

If you have any questions about the 
operations of the house corporation, 

please contact Mike at 205-441-4181 
or e-mail michaeldross@charter.net. We look forward to seeing you this fall. Alumni are always 

welcome at the chapter house!

Alpha Phi House Corporation – provides
leadership to the undergraduate chapter and 
manages the financial and fiscal operations 
of the chapter house. The House Corporation 
is the legal entity for Alpha Phi Chapter.

Mike Ross ‘86, President 
michaeldross@charter.net 
(205) 441-4181

Curtis Finch ‘79, Treasurer 
Curtis@lowtaxcpa.com 
(404) 3725-3023

Robert Baugh ‘79, Secretary 
rbaugh@sirote.com 
(205) 930-5307

Duane Lamb ’76, House Chairman 
dlamb@fa.ua.edu 
(205) 310-0344

Mark Piglia ’20, Chapter President 
bmpiglia@crimson.ua.edu 
(504) 495-1885

Brendan Healy ‘20, Chapter Treasurer 
bbkhealy@crimson.ua.edu 
(631) 559-4200
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Brother Gray began 
his career in 1981 as a 
development engineer 
at Combustion 
Engineering in 
Birmingham, AL. In 
1985, he moved into 
the space and missile 
defense market as 
an engineer with 
ASG, Inc. supporting 
the HEDI and ERIS 

programs as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative. During his 
tenure at ASG, he moved through the management ranks until 
being promoted to Vice President and Manager, Missile and 
Sensor Systems Division in 1995.

In 1998, Brother Gray and his wife Cindy founded Gray Research 
to focus on delivery of superior technical and programmatic 
solutions to space and missile defense customers. Ron served 
as President of the company from that time until 2011, when 
they both retired after a successful transition of the business to 
MacAulay-Brown, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray reside in Huntsville and have two children, 
Charlie who lives in Los Angeles and Jennifer Elwell, who 
lives here in Huntsville with her husband Jason and their three 
children Charlotte, James, and Hadley.

“My years at the Theta Chi house were similar to that today – 
the Chapter was strong in all ways leading the campus in many 
areas. Alabama football was dominant. My then girlfriend, 
now wife, Cindy and I built friendships through the fraternity 
that last until this day. I am blessed to still be close to both my 
brothers Scott, and Steve. 

“We live very close to each other in Huntsville and play golf 
together every weekend. Cindy and I are also still close to 
Skip Thompson ‘81 and his wife Margie, and John Adams ‘81 
and his wife Beth. Skip, John, and I were pledge brothers in 
a great class and still talk frequently about those days. We all 
share a common love of golf and Alabama and still socialize 
frequently.“

Ron Gray-Continued

Skip stays in touch with a number of his pledge brothers from 
the class of 1977, including golfing buddies Lynn Fowler, John 
Adams and Ron Gray, all 1981 classmates. 

Brother Thompson has served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Decatur-Morgan County Entrepreneurial Center, Decatur 
Heritage Christian Academy, Refuge of Grace (a jail ministry 
serving women and children in crisis) , and the Nations of 
Coaches—a faith-based character development program 
that serves athletes and basketball coaches at 150 colleges 
and universities around the country. He is an Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur.

Skip married his high school and college sweetheart, Margie 
Tweedy, and they have three children: Bob and Lou Ellen who 
live in Huntsville, and Sam who lives in Decatur. Skip and 
Margie have seven grandchildren!

Skip Thompson-Continued

Cindy and Ron Gray ‘81

Ron Gray with his wife Cindy, their children and 
grandchildren

Margie and Skip Thompson ‘81

Lunch or brunch will be served at the house two hours 
prior to kick-off for most home football games. Check the 
website:  www.thetachiua.com for updates  
and announcements.

2019 Fall Football Schedule:
Aug. 31 Duke-Atlanta, GA
Sept. 7 New Mexico St.-HOME
Sept. 14 South Caroline-Columbia
Sept. 21 Southern Miss-HOME
Sept. 28 Ole Miss-HOME
Oct. 5 OPEN
Oct. 12 Texas A&M-College Station
Oct. 19 Tennessee-HOME
Oct. 26 Arkansas-HOMECOMING
Nov. 2 OPEN
Nov. 9 LSU-HOME 
Nov. 16 Miss. St.-Starkville
Nov. 23 Auburn-Auburn


